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What is a 

tribe?

A group of people with a common 
language, culture, and traditions.



COlville Tribe

Map & Info

● Made up of 12 Tribes 

● Approx. 10,000 enrolled 

members 

● Speak 4 languages 
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What is a Chief?

● Strong
● Caring
● Team player 
● Honest
● Hard working
● Good Listener 
● Encouraging 

A strong leader that speaks for their people

Characteristics of a Chief 
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Chiefs

šnpəšqʷawšəxʷ

John Harmelt 
škawáxčənəxʷ

Moses
ščəlamxəxʷ

Long Jim
šntiyatkʷəxʷ

Silicosasket

mətxʷu 
Chiliwhist 

Jim

uknaqín 
Tonasket

sn̓ʔay̓ckstx 
James 

Bernard

sx̌ʷyʔiłp

Kinkanaqu
a 

sənpʕʷilx 
Jim 

James

nspilm

Nespelem 
George 

wal̓wáma

Joseph 
palúšpam
Cleveland 
Kamiakin
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What is a government

Colville 

Business 

COUncil

Everybody 

Has a role 

Create Rules by 
listening to the people 

Jobs help support the 
tribe and its people

Districts

Colville Tribe is split 
into 4 parts with its 
own Councilmen 

A group of rules that a community has to live by. 



GOvernment Structure 



Colville Business 

COuncil
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4 dISTRICTS

● 4 Councilmen in Omak 
● 4 Councilmen in 

Nespelem
● 4 Councilmen in 

Inchelium
● 2 Councilmen in Keller



Who is the 

Colville 

Business 

COuncil?

Vote every 2 yrs for Council
14 Councilmen 
4 Districts 
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Chairman

Vice 
Chairman

Nespelem District

Omak District

Inchelium District

Keller 
District

Meet the Colville Business 

COuncil!



CoMMITTEES

05



Committee

A group of people in charge 
of a part of the government. 
● 1 council member is the 

leader/speaker for each 
committee



Law

Fisheries Veterans Budget Community

Tribal GOv

Health
education

Natural 

Resources

cULTURE Special



COuncil and Committees
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Law Natural Resources Community Tribal Gov.
 

Health Fisheries Budget Culture 

Education Veterans Special Session 
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Resources

❑ https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/
Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/Materials_Understanding%20Tribal%20Sovereignty
.pdf

❑ https://static1.squarespace.com/static/572d09c54c2f85ddda868946/t/5cbf795bee6eb
054eb5dc416/1556052316113/CONSTITUTION+AND+BY+LAWS.pdf

❑ https://robertsrules.org/rulesintroprint.htm
❑ https://www.colvilletribes.com/
❑ https://www.colvilletribes.com/history-archaeology
❑ https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56a24f7f841aba12ab7ecfa9/t/5bcdbac4e5

e5f0b9fb0e9383/1540209356733/CCT+HMP+DRAFT+for+public+comment.pdf

❑ https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/government/274610#:~:text=Any%20group%20of%
20people%20living,is%20known%20as%20a%20government.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/Materials_Understanding%20Tribal%20Sovereignty.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/Materials_Understanding%20Tribal%20Sovereignty.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Documents/SB13%20Curriculum/Materials_Understanding%20Tribal%20Sovereignty.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/572d09c54c2f85ddda868946/t/5cbf795bee6eb054eb5dc416/1556052316113/CONSTITUTION+AND+BY+LAWS.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/572d09c54c2f85ddda868946/t/5cbf795bee6eb054eb5dc416/1556052316113/CONSTITUTION+AND+BY+LAWS.pdf
https://robertsrules.org/rulesintroprint.htm
https://www.colvilletribes.com/
https://www.colvilletribes.com/history-archaeology
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56a24f7f841aba12ab7ecfa9/t/5bcdbac4e5e5f0b9fb0e9383/1540209356733/CCT+HMP+DRAFT+for+public+comment.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56a24f7f841aba12ab7ecfa9/t/5bcdbac4e5e5f0b9fb0e9383/1540209356733/CCT+HMP+DRAFT+for+public+comment.pdf
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/government/274610#:~:text=Any%20group%20of%20people%20living,is%20known%20as%20a%20government
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/government/274610#:~:text=Any%20group%20of%20people%20living,is%20known%20as%20a%20government

